
Fixing the City : 

From Coast to Coast
CanU10, Montréal, October 2018

David Gordon ïModerator

Jacob Ritchie ïAtlantic Canada

Catherine Boisclair ïQuébec

John Smit ïEastern Ontario

Lorna Day ïToronto

Alex Taranu ïGTA

Ute Maya-Giambattista ïWestern Ontario

Barbara Myers ïPrairies

Joyce Drohan - BC



Is There a Canadian 

Urbanism?
CanU10, Montréal, October 2018

Dr. David Gordon FCIP RPP AICP

tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊΣ vǳŜŜƴΩs Schoolof Urban & RegionalPlanning

Council for Canadian UrbanismResearchChair



Distinctive Canadian Urbanism

ÅEvolved over time

ÅHistorical context:

ïConstitutional

ïPolitical

ïSocial

ïCultural

Halifax Harbour (CanU)Parliament Buildings, Ottawa (panoramio.com)



Distinctive Canadian Urbanism

Affected by:

ÅLandscape

ÅClimate

Vancouver (CanU)Montréal (wikipedia.com)



Why Is It Distinctive?

ÅComfortable with 
contemporary  
architecture

ÅComfortable with 
density

ÅMoves towards 
sustainability

Coal Harbour, Vancouver (CanU)

Benny Farm, Montréal (ArchNewsNow.com)



Why Is It Distinctive?

ÅCommunity 
infrastructure

ÅPartnerships 
led by the 
public sector

Apartments

Gym

Public
School

Catholic
School

Retail

St. Lawrence, Toronto (Dave Gordon)Woodwards, Vancouver (CanU)



Distinctly Different From USA & Europe

Å Multi-cultural cities
(Qadeer 2016)

Å High Livability / 
Quality of Life

(Economist 2018; Mercer 2018)

Å ¢ǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎΩ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 
distance to wilderness

Å CBD living never 
abandoned

Å Moderate transit use
(Newman & Kenworthy 2015)

Calgary and the Rockies (celebratecanada.wordpress.com)

Kensington Market, Toronto (wikipedia.org)

The Plateau, Montréal (wikipedia.org)



Distinctively Different from the U.S.?

ÅHigher transit usage
[1031 PKT (Can) vs. 577(US) ]

ÅLess car use 
[8495 vs 18,793 PKT/capita]

ÅFewer expressways?
[157 (Can) vs156 (US) m/capita]

ÅAffected by climate

(2005/6 data from
Newman & Kenworthy 2015)

TTC Streetcar (wikipedia.org)

Vancouver (CanU)

Rideau Canal, Ottawa (wikipedia.org)



Canada is an Increasingly Urban Society
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% of Population Considered Urban (Statistics Canada)



Or is it?









Percentage of Suburbs, 2016 Census

CMA Suburbs 19,601,652 
CA Suburbs 2,621,199
CMA and CA Suburbs 22,222,851 
50% Exurban 1,486,183

Total 2016 SuburbPop. (estimated) 23,709,034
Total 2016 National Pop. 35,151,728(67.5% suburban)

CMA
2016 

Population
Active 
Core

Transit
Suburb

Auto
Suburb

Exurban

Calgary 1,392,609 12% 9% 76% 3%

Halifax 403,390 15% 13% 48% 24%

Montréal 4,098,927 17% 14% 66% 3%

Ottawa-Gatineau 1,323,783 15% 9% 62% 14%

Québec 800,296 19% 10% 56% 15%

Toronto 5,928,040 12% 15% 70% 3%

Vancouver 2,463,431 16% 15% 67% 2%

/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ /a!ǎ24,945,123 14% 12% 67% 8%





CMA Growth Rates in Canada

2006 2016 Share of Growth

Total Population
(33 CMAs)

21,506,000   24,724,000   3,218,000   

Active Core 3,107,000   3,373,000   266,000   8%

481,000   15%
Transit Suburbs 2,708,000   2,923,000   215,000   7%

Auto Suburbs 14,100,000   16,524,000   2,424,000   75%

2,738,000   85%
Exurban 1,573,000   1,887,000   314,000   10%

Statistics Canada census data
2006 and 2016 



But what of the Canadian suburbs?

Å67% of all 
Canadians live in 
suburbs,  mostly  
built since WW II

ÅAuto suburbs 
still growing fast

ÅNot as many 
gated 
communities

ΧȅŜǘ Don Mills, Toronto (CanU)

A gated community in Saskatchewan (wikipedia.org)



Summary: Distinctive Canadian Urbanism?

ÅEvolved over time

ÅAffected by 
landscape

ÅAffected by climate

ÅP3s led by public 
sector

ÅMostly suburban

ÅEvolved within a 
distinct historical 
context:

ÅConstitutional

ÅPolitical

ÅSocial

ÅCultural



The Maritimes

What are we fixing?
And for whom are we 
fixing it?

Jacob Ritchie MCIP LPP
Director of Operations,
Halifax Regional Centre 
for Education



Fredericton ïCo-Location



Saint John ïJelly Bean Houses



Sydney ïLocating Institutions



Halifax ïBus Network Redo



Halifax ïBridge Fix for AAA



Halifax ïBridge Fix for AAA



Halifax ïSpring Garden Road



Halifax ïSpring Garden Road



Halifax - Gottingen Infill



Dartmouth ïBreaking a Super Block



Dartmouth ïBreaking a Super Block



Dartmouth ïBell Lofts



Dartmouth ïBell Lofts



Dartmouth ïFerry Pedway



Dartmouth ïDartmouth South Academy



Halifax ïLemarchant St. Thomas



Dartmouth ïSportsplex



Dartmouth ïSportsplex


