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IMPLEMENTING PEOPLE-CENTRED DESIGN



9AM — 5PM REGISTRATION WESTIN HOTEL, LOBBY

9AM — 12PM AGM & BOARD MEETING WESTIN HOTEL, TURNER VALLEY ROOM

1PM — 3PM DESIGN CHARETTE: DESIGNING FOR PEOPLE  
WESTIN HOTEL, AB/BC/YUKON ROOM
Explore the short and long term activation of Edmonton’s Heritage Trail Promenade, one of 
Edmonton’s most unique, best known and well used places.  The specific site, within easy 
walking distance of the Canu8 Summit, provides an unprecedented opportunity to reconnect 
the downtown core with the river valley while integrating the City’s vision for a comprehensive 
active transportation network.  The Promenade has been identified as catalyst project in the City’s 
Capital City Downtown Plan and this charrette provides the opportunity for participants to engage 
in a conversation with the local planning and design community about its future redevelopment.

3PM — 5PM MOBILE TOURS: WALKING THE TALK  
WESTIN HOTEL, LOBBY
What do places for people look and feel like in Edmonton? What better way to find 
out than to see some of these places firsthand! Leave the summit room and join us on 
a number of walking tours to various locations around the city’s core. From exploring 
urban history to confronting contemporary city building challenges, experience the city 
up-close and first hand.

6:30PM — 9PM WELCOME EVENT YELLOWHEAD BREWERY

TOUR 1: RIBBON OF GREEN & RIVER CROSSING
This Tour will guide participants down to Edmonton’s River Valley where they will learn about one of North 
America’s largest urban parks, the new mechanized access being constructed to increase accessibility to the 
park, and plans for the Rossdale Power Plant. The tour will include a focus on the indigenous history of this 
important area and the future of “River Crossing”. 

TOUR 2: THE DOWNTOWN STORY
If you’re flying, driving, cycling or walking into downtown Edmonton, you’ll likely notice our most common 

bird: the crane. With the construction of the new Ice District (entertainment and arena hub), the new Royal Alberta 
Museum, and a number of new downtown office and residential projects, the City’s core is transforming. On this tour will 

see all of the changes happening in downtown Edmonton.

TOUR 3: CHINATOWN & THE QUARTERS
Join us as we tour The Quarters, one of the City’s key urban revitalization areas. You’ll see first hand the investment that has gone 
into the area, the new development that is happening, and learn more about the socio-economic and historical factors that have been 
part of this planning process.  We’ll also tour Edmonton’s Chinatown and learn about the ongoing planning process happening in this 
important part of the City’s core. 
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SEPTEMBER 23
8AM — 9AM BREAKFAST WESTIN HOTEL, AB/BC/YUKON ROOM

9AM — 10AM WELCOME TO EDMONTON  
WESTIN HOTEL, AB/BC/YUKON ROOM

 Mayor Don Iveson and Chief William (Billy) Morin kick off the summit 
conversation with stories and words of welcome from Edmonton, which is 
located in Treaty 6. 

10AM — 12PM MEDIA PANEL: URBANISM STORIES  
WESTIN HOTEL, AB/BC/YUKON ROOM
What better way to meet the city and start a new conversation than 

through the eyes of the media. Join some of Edmonton’s and Canada’s finest for 
a candid discussion about the role of media and communications professionals in city 
making. We’ll create a space to reflect on the stories we are told, the stories we tell 
ourselves and the interconnected ways in which our collective narratives both shape 
and are shaped by our communities.
Moderator: Councillor Scott McKeen

12PM — 1PM LUNCH WESTIN HOTEL, AB/BC/YUKON ROOM

1PM — 1:30PM CANU PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS WINSPEAR MAIN LOBBY 

1:30PM — 4PM TALES FROM COAST TO COAST WINSPEAR MAIN LOBBY
Join the CanU Board for an honoured tradition where leading Canadian urbanists provide short, pithy, thoughtful and engaging summaries of major 
initiatives and design experiences from coast to coast to coast. A perennial favourite the coast to coast is sure to spur ongoing learning and dialogue 
about the state of urbanism in Canada. This year we’ve left more time to discuss what we see Coast-to-Coast, and the challenges and opportunities 
we face together!
Moderator: Dr. David Gordon

5PM — 7PM GIL PENALOSA PRESENTS: 8 MESSAGES FOR CREATING VIBRANT & HEALTHY CITIES CITY HALL
Canadian cities present the most interesting opportunity for any planner to work in the developed world; the rapid growth taking place is not 
happening anywhere except in developing world. This creates a fantastic opportunity as well as a great responsibility because we are designing 
and building the cities where hundreds of millions of people will live for centuries. We must do whatever is necessary to do it as good as possible. 
Gil Penalosa, 8 80 Cities Founder, World Urban Parks Chair of Board, and CanU8 keynote speaker, is passionate about cities for all people. Gil 
advises decision makers and communities on how to create vibrant cities and healthy communities for everyone regardless of age, gender and 
social, economic, or ethnic background. His focus is on the design and use of parks and streets as great public places, as well as sustainable 
mobility: walking, riding bicycles, using public transit, and new use of cars.
Moderator: Antonio Gómez-Palacio



8AM — 9AM BREAKFAST WESTIN HOTEL, AB/BC/YUKON ROOM

9:30AM — 11:30AM POLITICS, PROCESS & PLACE  
ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA LEDCOR THEATRE
Building places for people matters. Join Edmonton’s Mayor Don Iveson and Chief William 
(Billy) Morin for a thoughtful discussion about the role of design and community building 
in an era of reconciliation.
Host: Beth Sanders

11:30AM — 1:30PM LUNCH & SELF-GUIDED TOUR  
CITY MARKET DOWNTOWN (104 STREET & 102 AVE)

1:30PM — 2:30PM KEYNOTE PRESENTATION MP ANDY FILLMORE EPCOR TOWER, 16TH FLOOR

2:30PM — 4:30PM GIANTS OF DESIGN: ARCHITECT PANEL EPCOR TOWER, 16TH FLOOR
Three design greats will share their thoughts, ideas, practices and approaches to building great places for people.  Engaging and interactive 
discussion opportunities will include Jeremy Sturgess, Claude Cormier and Renée Daoust.
Panel Facilitator: Mark Guslits

4:30PM — 6PM COMMITTEE MEETINGS/WRAP UP EPCOR TOWER, 16TH FLOOR

6:30PM — 10PM CLOSING EVENT ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA



MAYOR DON IVESON
City of Edmonton

Since his election as Edmonton’s 35th Mayor in 2013, 
Mayor Iveson has set his sights on transforming 
Edmonton into a one of Canada’s very best places to 
build something great. He has earned a reputation 
for being pragmatic, creative and collaborative in his 
approach to leading the City of Edmonton through a 
period of incredible growth. Harnessing a renewed 
energy in the City, his focus is on four key priorities: 
building a more uplifting and inclusive city, building 
a more resilient and green city, building a more 
prosperous and competitive region, and leading an 
effective and open local government. Prior to his 
election, Mayor Iveson served two terms as a City 
Councillor before running for Mayor. He and his 
remarkable partner Sarah Chan serve the community 
together while raising two young children. 

CHIEF WILLIAM (BILLY) MORIN
Enoch Cree Nation

Chief William (Billy) Morin the IV was newly elected to the responsibility of Chief for the Enoch Cree 
Nation in August 2015. Characterized by youth and education, Chief Morin is the youngest Chief in the 
modern history of Enoch Cree Nation. Having achieved a diploma in Civil Engineering Technology and a 
Bachelor of Technology Management from NAIT; it is his hope that many youth of Enoch take a similar 
educational journey in order to better serve the Nation and its people. Championing Enoch Cree Nation’s 
new strategic direction – “Investing In Our Future To Protect Our Past”.

Morin supports the following strategic priorities:

•	 Creating a new governance structure away from the Indian Act towards sovereignty

•	 Financial Transparency and Accountability

•	 Long-term community planning in Land Use, Health, Housing and Infrastructure

•	 Life Long learning and education as a primary value amongst membership

•	 Traditional Cree Culture Language and Ceremony revival

•	 Empowerment of Enoch’s people – moving them away from dependency



GIL PENALOSA
MBA, PhDhc, CSP

Gil Penalosa is passionate about cities for all people. He advises decision makers and 
communities on how to create vibrant cities and healthy communities for everyone 
regardless of age, gender and social, economic, or ethnic background. His focus is on 
the design and use of parks and streets as great public places, as well as sustainable 
mobility: walking, riding bicycles, using public transit, and new use of cars. 

Gil is the founder and chair of the board of Canadian non-profit organization 8 80 
Cities, Chair of the board of World Urban Parks. Gil first made his mark in the late 
1990s when he led the transformation of Bogota’s park system as Commissioner, and 
has worked in over 200 different cities across six continents. 

With an MBA from UCLA’s Anderson School of Management Gil recently was 
selected as one of the “100 Most Inspirational Alumni” in the school’s history. In 
2013 he received the Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Medal and was named one of 
the “Top 10 Most Influential Hispanics in Canada.” In 2014 Gil received a Doctorate 
Honoris Causa from the Faculty of Landscape Architecture and Urban Planning at the 
University of Sweden SLU.

MP ANDY FILLMORE
Halifax

For twenty years Andy Fillmore has been a urban planner and community builder in the private, 
public, and academic sectors. As Halifax’s first Manager of Urban Design, Andy’s career has included 
initiatives like the new Halifax Central Library and “HRM by Design,” the downtown Halifax plan. 
His leadership on HRM by Design, in particular, has seen development activity in downtown Halifax 
increase by over forty times. Andy also served as Director and Associate Professor at the Dalhousie 
University’s School of Planning.

Prior to his election to the House of Commons, Andy was VP of Planning & Development at the 
Waterfront Development Corporation where he oversaw the ongoing development of Halifax’s mixed 
-use waterfront, with a focus on increasing economic opportunity, enhancing tourism, and creating 
new public spaces in the city. He is a founding member and former Vice President of the Canadian 
Council for Urbanism. 

On October 19th, 2015, Andy was elected Member of Parliament for Halifax. He serves as the Chair 
of the Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development.

Andy attended Acadia University and holds graduate degrees from Harvard University and Dalhousie 
University. Andy grew up in Halifax and lives in the city with his wife Sarah and their daughter.



CLAUDE CORMIER
AAPQ, OALA, FCSLA, ASLA, ADUQ, C.Q., RCAA
Principal Landscape Achitect, Claude Cormier + Associés

Claude Cormier’s work seeks to reawaken the joy of phenomena through 
an apparent simplicity that is complex, but not complicated. Landscape 
architecture is used to create an experience that embodies humor, subversion, 
and pleasure. Color, often delivering a punch in his works, contributes to their 
peculiarity and seductive allure. Yet color is only one aspect of his conceptual 
approach. Above all else, Cormier’s practice demands authenticity, often 
invoking the mantra “Artificial, but not fake.”

Prior to his public life as a second-generation conceptualist landscape designer, 
Cormier studied the history and theory of design at Harvard University’s 
Graduate School of Design (MDesS ’94), landscape architecture at the 
University of Toronto, and agronomy at the University of Guelph. Beginning in 
1995, he built an internationally recognized landscape architecture and urban 
design practice in Montreal.

JEREMY STURGESS
AAA, FRAIC, RCA
Principal, Sturgess Architecture

Jeremy Sturgess creates architecture that responds to its site and is 
responsible to an overarching philosophy of urban design. He has been 
recognized locally, nationally and internationally for his work, which includes 
distinctive houses, housing at all scales, and civic and commercial buildings 
that consistently contribute to their environment. He is a member of the Royal 
Canadian Academy of Arts, a Fellow of the Royal Architectural Institute of 
Canada, and a recipient of the Queen’s Jubilee Medal in recognition of the 
artistic quality of his work.

RENÉE DAOUST
B. Arch, M. Urban Design
Co-Founder & Principal, Daoust Lestage

Renée Daoust graduated from Université de Montréal with a Bachelor of 
Architecture and a Master’s Degree in Urban Design. She has received 
fellowship from the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada as we as the 
Institute of Urban Design of New York. She has served as a member of the 
Development Committee for the Canadian Centre for Architecture, President 
of the Board of the Festival international des Jardins de Métis, and was on 
the Toronto Waterfront Design Review Panel as well as the Metrolinx Design 
Review Panel. She has taught at l’Université de Montréal and the Harvard 
University Graduate School of Design. Renéve is frequently invited to lecture at 
universities and participate in competition juries across Canada.
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VINESH PRATAP

Vinesh Pratap is a lifelong Edmontonian working with Global 
News for the past decade. As a general assignment reporter, 
Vinesh has covered breaking news, special assignments, court 
cases, and one-on-one interviews. His current focus is on civic 
affairs issues, and the impacts of decisions made at city hall.

OMAR MOUALLEM

Omar Mouallem is a freelance writer and editor 
of The Yards, Edmonton downtown magazine. 
He’s written for The Guardian, Wired, enRoute 
and The Walrus. He was an associate editor at 
Avenue magazine, where as a newly transplanted 
Edmontonian he discovered the anatomy of the city 
through storytelling.

COUNCILLOR 
SCOTT MCKEEN
Moderator

Ward 6 Councillor Scott McKeen was familiar with the 
ins and outs of City Hall before his election to City Council 
in 2013. The hometown journalist spent 24 years at The 
Edmonton Journal – more than half of it as a reporter and 
columnist covering City Hall. 

As a Councillor, Scott champions the City Council Initiative, 
Mental Health and Urban Isolation, as well as a campaign 
to uplift live music in Edmonton. He’s also involved with 
other Council Initiatives related to the economy, winter 
culture and urban Indigenous people. 

ELISE STOLTE

Elise Stolte covers city hall for the Edmonton Journal and 
has been experimenting for years with different ways to 
reconnect with the community. She plays host to vibrant 
urban affairs discussion on her Facebook page and was 
recently listed at 48 in the top 200 social media influencers 
in Edmonton.

TIM QUERENGESSER

Tim Querengesser is an Edmonton-based journalist and the 
Managing Editor of Metro News in Edmonton. His work has 
appeared in the Globe and Mail, Up Here, the National Post, 
and other publications. His writing focuses on Aboriginal 
issues, cities, politics, social trends, business, environment 
and culture. 
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